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BEFORE THE IION,IlLE NATIONAL GREEN TRfBUNAL 

PRINCIPAL BENCH, NE\V DELI-fl 

IA NO. 522 OF 2025 

IN 

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 248/2022 

1ATIER OF: 

NE\VS JTEM PUBLISHED IN THE HINDU DATED 27.03.2022 TITLED 

"DIGGING UP THE CHAM BAL" 

REPLY-AFFIDAV IT ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT NO. I-STATE OF 

MADHYA PRADESH TO IA NO. 522 OF 2025 TITLED "APPLICATION 

OF DIRECTION" FILED BY CONSERVATION ACTION TRUST AND 

DEBI GOENKA 

1, Harish Chand Baghel s/o Shri Manak Chand Baghel, aged about 56 years, 

presently working at Divisional Forest Officer Morena, do hereby solemnly 

affirm and state as under. -

.� 

� -!f·f That ram the Officer in charge, and as such, I am fully conversant with

the facts and circumstances of this case. 
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2. The present original npplication was registered by this Hon'blc Tribunal 

in cxerci ' C of its suo-moto jurisdiction. The present application is 

concerning the illegal mining near the National Chambal Sanctuary 

which is resulting in pollution m the area, adversely affecting the 

environment and public health. 

3. That the present reply-affidavit is being filed pursuant to IA No. 522 of 

2025 filed by Conservation Action Trust and Debi Goenka. This Hon' ble 

Tribunal vide orders dated 01.09.2025 and 27.11.2025 had given time to 

the answering Respondent to file their response to the said applications. 

4. It is pertinent to first set out the prayers sought under IA No. 522 of 2025 

as they are essentially directions calling for the State to take steps to 

clamp down on the illegal mining in and around Morena town. The 

prayers as set out in IA No. 522 of 2025 are as follows: 

"In view of the facts and circumstances, this Hon 'b/e Tribunal may be 

pleased to pass the following directions: 

a. Direct for setting up of check posts as mandated under Enforcement & 

Monitoring Guidelines for Sand Mining, 2020 for continuous 

surveillance of illegal mining activities at critical entry and exit points 

leading to and from Chamba/ River, near the Forest Department ~est 
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-

f lou.~ IGhar/a/ /,n •('t/1111-: enter and Morena town (in Madhya 

l'radc.r;I,) and hetwecn Sax ar pada In Dho/pur districl and 1he 

'hamba/ River (in Rajasthan); 

h. I ir ·ct for setting up TV surveillance as mandated under 

£ 11/orccment & Monitoring Guidelines for Sand Mining, 2020 near the 

Forest Department Guest / louse / the Gharial breeding center at 

Morena, leading to Morena town (in Madhya Pradesh) and along the 

SaRar pada - Dholpur road to Chambal River (in Rajasthan); 

c. Direct for usage of drones for monitoring the area at all roads leading 

to Chambal River from Morena on Madhya Pradesh and Dholpur on 

Rajasthan side; 

d. Direct for deployment of forces that are equipped with appropriate 

arms and vehicles to patrol both sides of the River Chambal; 

e. Direct for protection of ravines within the Chama/ Sanctuary and its 

Eco Sensitive Zone/or their significant ecological importance; 

f Direct the authorities to provide status on sand mining on each of the 

location mentioned in the present Application; 

g. Pass any other order as this Hon 'ble Tribunal may deem fit in the 

facts and circumstances of the present case." 
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l'h • mt:--\\ ·rin, H •. pnmknt ' Ill\ ''.'> tc t\' l'!-- of thi -: 1 lon' bl • ·1 rihunnl to 

·pl~ tn th p ·~ ·11t I h rl'pl •in , t I en ·h ,r lh • pr 1y c • which nrc pnrt 

f1f lh • p ·: ·11t I u11 I ·r ·pl • 11 .. u h: 

n. It i. . ul mittcd th 11 flr sc11i11g up of clu.: ·k posts and • TV on the 

~ntry nn I ·~it pni11t. lc:idi11g. to n11d from lwrnbal River, ncnr the.: 

For ·st Dcp:mrncnt I c I l lou • hnrinl bn.:cding Morena town (in 

tn Jhyn Pr.:1Cksh). propo. 11 hnvl! been sent to the Collector, District 

1or nn nnd upcrintcndcnt f l' lice, rv1orcn:i for conducting joint 

in pc tion nnd t cnrnt:irJ.. pl:tcc when: th· chc ·k posts can be set up. 

f th · letter dntcd I .0 I ,_026 h:1 been ::umexcd hcn:with and 

mark ~d, Annc.xurc A I. 

b. It i ubmittcd thnt in the Morena Distri t. there is om: drone being 

u ed f r sur\'eill:rn ·c. Pr po nl for the procurement of a new drone has 

b ·c:n ubmittcd t th· higher authoritic . 

t the . :m tuary. there nr • 17 official po tcd at Deori. 21 onicers are 

p ted nt mbnh hind. I - fficers arc po ted nt Sab:ilgnrh. Apan 

from thi_. _Q p • ial cti n for ( F) Jnwnn hnvc nlso been 

po~t d nt the c pince . Phot C!.rnph hawing the oflicers at the 

an tu:iry i annexed hen:\\ ith and marked n Anncxurc A2. 

d. 1 t i toted that the nn ,, cring Re ·r ndcnt has tnken vnriou step t 

curb :ind mining in the nreas nnd nl o t protect the ravine~. Detail 

1764



of arious steps taken have also been enumerated in the revised 

affidavit dated 08.10.2025 before this Hon'ble Tribunal. 

6. That the answering Respondent humbly craves leave of this Hon'ble

Tribunal to adduce additional facts by way of additional affidavit as may

be deemed necessary for the proper adjudication of the instant application

by this Hon 'ble Tribunal.

DEPONENT 

VERIFICATION: 

I, the deponent named above, do hereby verify that the contents of the above 

affidavit are believed to be true and correct on the basis of the information 

derived from the record of the case and nothing material has been concealed 

therefrom. 

Verified at on this� day of
__,_

J
__c

, ___ , 2026 at f1Z� 

DEPONENT 
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1..fl\�1,• ------- ------

chllllci� � 'i0'5cil�chl�, fil'il� cFi'i0'5ci � (+fO>fO) 
Email JD:- dfohnorena@mp.gov.in Address:-�O�O m � �, � 

1. chc-lcfc.{
JvJNT����r

� Jl.�. fir-f-476001 

� :- OA No. 248/202 2 (NGT, Principal Bench)- "Digging up the Chambal" � 3-fcjQIC'lc-t 
� � rn � � � {1-:i11:11c. � ;JTt<r (� {1-:iiJ.iiJ� -3) m- $J; qm 1Tci' 
CCTV 3TTtTTft:I P!Ji{lc-1.,I i;rcrrn;fi � fcn"cr � � � �I 

� :- I. OA No. 248/2022 -"Digging up the Chambal" J.iii-ic114 � � .3-TfVcITTur, 
NGT, Principal Bench Delhi � � � 

2. � �TRlc, � � mr � 02.01.2026 cm- ffin t-�
----0000---

Rl � 4 k-a� a 3qUCU- � Fcn, J.1ii-ic1�.1-1 � � .3-TfVcITTur, � tfto, � � � 
� � OA No. 248/2022 "Digging up the Chambal" � � � � � 
c=R", ck-4,:licl (fc'l"��= 1:18,.1-1,c>l, �3-TT Q'ci � � fc'lim«:rr) c=rm � � 1,11q,f8cfi �
� Zffi � .wtcu- ta 3clslc-ti-l Q'ci qf{clE,c-1 qz cfioR fc:l:ti:M � fc!rt�r � CJRT �I 

3m � � � �TRli-1" � � mr � � � 02.01.2026 � � 
fcr�)w � * � fcfi<TT 1l<TT � fcn � {j;jiJ.ijJ� -3 Q'Z � � 3f� � � 
{1-:iit.llc. 3fiz qi-I" Rl°W<JT fcr� � Q'ci 1:.18,4ic>l � � (� �) � � � 
� l;TcT�T-fc:rch'ra J.iTcJTT Q'Z � VcJl QTR Q'ci CCTV fc:lamc-1� � fc'lcfiffla � � 
���, 

3cfc, m CR" � � Fcn . � rn � * � {1-:i11:11c: � �<r � {1-:iiJ.l,a� 
� � � �. � mt<r.Jr * � � ah" * Fc-lcnc>ldl cTra � tcITT-� , � 
1Tci' m � � 3fR � � ra qf{cit-c-t cfi'I" �� � � �, 

3fC1 = 3cfc, m CR" wrn 3f¥CU- � Fcn, � m-w.rr 1Tci' cTc-t' m-w.rr � � 
� � QTR Q'ci CCTV P!Ji{lc-1� u:rcn=m fc'lchff!c1 m � � � fc:ltaJUT q;z 

0 
� Rlfc-l;a cfiZ 3c@ m CR" � cn1�c11ti � � � �I 

�/ffi!ffDT/26/ 

Qfa�fcl:-

General letter/2026 

-HIJ.llc.4 clc-tJ.IUsc>l � 

� �1 I �-d/-')._.£ 
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Latitude: 26°39'22(' 
tong[ud8i--7'7°szr2a· 

evatlon: 113.21±31.1 m 
ccuracy: 6.083 m J 
me: 12-01-202616:09 

Note: Raajghat GHAT ~ 

.. 
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Latitude: 26.65663 
Longitude:lr/7. 904196 
Elevation: 129.74±16.8 m 
Accuracy: 154.7 m 
Time: 07-01-2026 15:5? 
Note: Ra· hat 
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11

OnePlus Nord CE4 • 26mm f/1.8 1/801s ISO80 
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Latitude: 26 °39'17"N 
Longitude: TT054'24"E 
Elevation: 126.01 ±12 m 
Accuracy: 5.8 m 
Time: 21-08-2025 20:09 
Note: ra · hat 
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Latitude: 26.654888

Longitude: 77.906472

Elevation: 114.57±3.64 m 
Accuracy: 3. 79 m 
Time: 12-08-2025 15:31

Note: ra · hat 
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